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"...the Finger Lakes' 'boutique’'

vineyards...have edged their way

to prominence on a national,
if not yet international level,
and their white wines,
especially their
Rieslings and Chardonnays,
are recognized as some of
the country's best.
For the finest experiences, try...
Hermann J. Wiemer Vineyard. '
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Hermann J. Wiemer
VINEYARD

Warld-Class Wines and Small-Town American Charm

FINGER LAKES

New York, U

CSLAL

he Troquois attributed these long, skinny, and relatively narrow finger-

like lakes to the Great Spirit, who laid his hands in blessing on this

particularly beautiful area of upstate New York. Unless the Great Spirit

had eleven fingers, though, i’s
more likely that an advancing gla-
vler carved them out eons ago.
Most  are
Seneca, the two largest, are 400
und 632 feet deep respectively and
whout 37 miles long—and pic-
turesquely  framed by
sloping banks. The parallel lakes
pover an area no more than 100

deep—Cayuga  and

steeply

wmiles across in a bucolic area
where farm stands still work on
the honor system, and the sleepy
Main Streets of 19th-century towns
like CGeneva, Skaneateles, and
Hammondsport invite strolling and
antique-hunting. Sightseeing boats
erisscross the lakes, and you're welcome 10

jump aboard the 48-foot ptmlil[ boat that serv-
ices Lake Skaneateles, one of the last water
routes for mail delivery in the country.

With soil and topography that mimic the
best of the German wine-growing districts, the
Finger Lakes™ “boutique™ vineyards—the ear-
liest dating 1o the 1860s and today numbering
over sevenly—have edged their way to promi-
nence on a national if not yet international
level, and their white wines, especially their
Rieslings and Chardonnays, are recognized as
some of the country’s best. For the finest expe-
riences, Iry the pioneering Dr. Konstantin
Franks Vinifera Wine Cellars, located in
Hammondsport overlooking Lake Keuka (con-
sidered by many to be the prettiest of the
lakes), and Dundees Hermann J. Wiemer
Vineyard.

Seneca Lake is the location of Geneva on
the Lake, a 1910 hotel inspired by a rural
Roman villa that had captivated the owner. A
parterre garden leads to the lakeside pool.
which is a godsend when the lake's waters
are too cold for a dip. At ice-blue Lake
Skaneateles—the highest of the Finger Lakes
and among the cleanest in the country—the
Mirbeau Inn and Spa is a francophile’s dream
of mud wraps and Vichy-water scrubs, with an
exceptional restaurant and lily ponds straight

Trnuy Episcopal Church on the Seneea-

ayuga Canal.

out of a Monet painting. Newly opened but
resembling a 200-year-old country estate, it is
intimate and manages to feel right at home in
a region that otherwise exudes small-town
American charm.

WuAT: site. experience, hotel. FINGER
LAKES REGION: 20 miles southwest of Syra-
cuse airport; 215 miles west of Albany, 300
miles northwest of New York City. Contact
Finger Lakes Tourism, tel 800-548-4386 or
315-536-7488, fax 315-536-1237; info@
fingerlakes.org: www.fingerlakes.org. DR,
KONSTANTIN  FRANK'S VINIFERA  WINE
CeLLARS: 9749 Middle Rd., Hammondsport.
Tel 800-320-0735 or 607-868-4884, fax 607-
868-4884; frankwines@aol.com; www.drfrank
wines.com. HERMANN J. WIEMER VINEYARD:
3962 Rt. 14, Dundee. Tel 800-371-7971 or
607-243-7971, fax 607-243-7983; wines@
wiemer.com; www.wiemer.com. GENEVA ON
THE LAKE REesort: 1001 Lochland Rd.
(Rt. 14), Geneva. Tel 800-343-6382 or 315-
789-7190, fax 315-789-0322; www.genevaon
thelake.com. Cost: lake-view doubles from
$152 (low season), from 8227 (high season).
MirgeAU INN AND SpPa: 851 W, Genesse St.,
Skaneateles, Tel 877-647-2328 or 315-685-
5006, fax 315-685-5150: www.mirbeau.com.
Cost: doubles from $150 (low season), from
$225 (high season). Dinner $50.



